
Purdue students attend national Catholic leadership conference

The
Purdue University stu-

dents enrolled in the Boiler
ESTEEM program at St.
Thomas Aquinas Parish in
West Lafayette recently
attended a national leader-
ship conference at Yale Uni-
versity in New Haven,
Conn.

For three days, they
shared ideas; learned new
skills, networked, and creat-
ed a shared vision as leaders
in the Church.

ESTEEM is a nationwide
program to develop the lead-
ership skills of young
Catholic college students.

An initiative of
the National Leadership
Roundtable on Church Man-
agement and Saint Thomas
More Catholic Chapel &
Center at Yale, ESTEEM
(Engaging Students to Enliv-
en the Ecclesial Mission)
focuses on the core compe-
tencies of spirituality, educa-
tion, community and service
and seeks to provide inspira-
tion and tools for deeper
engagement in the life and
witness of the Church.

The 2013 ESTEEM Cap-
stone Conference was an
opportunity for Catholic: col-

lege student leaders who
participate in campus
ESTEEM programs to meet
and reaffirm the vision of the
initiative. Each school pre-
sented highlights of its year-
long ESTEEM program, so
"best practices" could be
shared.

On the second day, two
ESTEEM alumni shared sto-
ries of their personal jour-
neys after graduation. Later,
author and Catholic TV com-
mentator Matt Weber gave
students strategies to stay
excited and engaged in
Church issues.

During the final morning
of the conference, the dele-
gates participated in a brain-
storming session on the key
elements of thg ESTEEM cur-
riculum. By the end of the
conference, they were better
equipped to strengthen their
campus ESTEEM program.

Students from Michigan
State University and Purdue
also agreed to collaborate on
a service project next year.

ESTEEM campuses
include Purdue University,
Michigan State University,
Ohio State University,
Robert Morris University,

Stanford University, Texas
Technical University, Uni-
versity of California at
Berkeley, University of Cali-
fornia at Los Angeles and
Yale University.

The Boiler ESTEEM stu-
dents included: Maria Lina
Andvik, Tim Brown, Han-
nah Burgess, Juan Crespo,
Marie-Catherine Dube,
Mark Hiew, Benjamin

. Horstman, Heather Keegan,
Alexander Kosiak and Anne
Krasniak.

Information provided by St.
Thomas Aquinas Parish, West
Lafayette.
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